Badminton World Champions to Reinforce Educational Message of, “Follow Your Dreams, Set Your Goals and Above All Get Your Education”, to 3500 Middle School Kids in the Greater RTP area
“U.S. Badminton: Sure, we can't win at basketball anymore, but we're bully at badminton. Howard Bach and Tony Gunawan became the first Americans ever to win a gold medal at the World Badminton Championships.”







Sports Illustrated, August 29 2005
It is now official…the IBF World Champion US Men’s Doubles Badminton Team of Howard Bach and Tony Gunawan are coming to NC April 20-23.
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8/22/2005 Howard Bach & Tony Gunawan wins first US World Championships title! 
By USA Badminton, extracted from the USAB web site

Howard Bach and Tony Gunawan made history by being the first US players to win an International Badminton Federation World Badminton Championship title.

Bach and Gunawan (USA, #13 seed) won the Men's Doubles Gold Medals at the 2005 IBF World Badminton Championships that took place at the Arrowhead Pond in Anaheim, California on August 15-21, 2005 -
 
More information about the IBF 2005 World Badminton Championships is available by clicking on this link: http://www.usabadminton.org/2005WBC.html
Background information on badminton

Badminton - The world's fastest racquet sport: A shuttle can leave the racket at speeds approaching 200 mph.

Competitive badminton is vastly different from the game played by many Americans with friends and relatives in the backyard. In fact, the differences clearly illustrate the difference between the meanings of a "game" and a "sport".

One look at badminton athletes in action will demonstrate that this form of badminton is truly a sport. Today's players compete in a lightning-fast sport which demands constant, highly concentrated actions: running, jumping, twisting, stretching, running backwards and striking. Besides explosiveness, quick reflexes and rapid hand-eye coordination, competitive badminton players must also possess superb aerobic endurance. In a typical two-game singles match, top players will cover nearly every inch of the court and travel more than a mile.

Badminton is distinguished from other racquet sports, all of which use a ball of some size, by two features: The use of a shuttlecock and the fact the shuttlecock cannot touch the ground during a rally. The flight characteristics of the shuttlecock and the pace created by constant volleying combine to make badminton one of the most exciting sports to play and watch.

Contact: Paul Knechtel, pnknechtel@yahoo.com
www.badminton-RTP.com, 919-656-8326

Itinerary:

Thursday April 20
Arrive in RTP. Media interviews available 5-9PM at the Marriott Hotel, I-40 and Miami Blvd, RTP, NC.
Friday April 21
Visit four middle schools in the RTP area during the day in the following order: (media welcome at all school events)
Southern Middle School, Alamance County, 8:30 AM
Hawfields Middle School, Alamance County, 10:00 AM
Smith Middle School, Chapel Hill, 12:45 PM
Durham School of the Arts, Durham, 2:45 PM
While this IS a badminton event, the main thrust is to put educated world class achieving athletes in front of thousands of middle school students with message of:

“Follow your dreams, set your goals,

and above all, get your education”
An exhibition match against Will Milroy and Mike Beres, the top Men’s Doubles team from Canada on Friday night at 7PM in Mebane at Hawfields Middle School (exit 153 on I-85 just west of Hillborough). Kids are free, adults are $10. Media interviews are available before and after the match.
Saturday April 22

Free Middle School kids clinic from 8:30-11 AM at Hawfields MS in Mebane. NC.

An exhibition match/clinic in Charlotte NC from 1:30 until 4:00 PM.

An exhibition match in Durham at Durham School of the Arts at 400 North Duke Street at 8 PM. Again, kids are free and adults are $10.

Media interviews are available before and after the match.

Sunday April 23

Brunch reception for sponsors and organizers at the Marriott Hotel, RTP, Miami Blvd exit of I-40 (exit 281) Sunday 10 AM-12 noon. Media welcome.
 For further info contact:
*Paul Knechtel, 919-656-8326, pnknechtel@yahoo.com
Mike Koch, 919-602-1404, mkoch@nc.rr.com
Lisa Ward, 336-260-5237, lisa_ward@abss.k12.us.nc
